
U L T I M A T E  G U I D E :
The 7 essential steps to realize 

your dream landscaping project!



REGROUP DOCUMENTATION 
AND INFORMATION ABOUT THE LAND 
TO BE LANDSCAPED

ESTIMATE THE BUDGET

LIST YOUR FAMILY’S NEEDS AND WANTS

SEARCH FOR EXAMPLES OF LAYOUTS 
THAT YOU LIKE

EVALUATE YOUR LAND’S 
CONDITIONS

CREATE A LAYOUT PLAN

CHOOSE MATERIALS AND PLANTS 
FOR YOUR LANDSCAPING
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C O N T E N T S



I N T R O D U C T I O N
Summer goes by so fast! To make the most of this beautiful season, it is more than pleasant to have an attractive and func-
tional courtyard where we can rest and have a good time with our family and loved ones.

This is the reason why we seek landscaping with relaxation spaces, meal spaces as well as vegetation that enhances the 
landscape. In short, a harmonious place that looks like us and meets our needs.



S T E P  1
Regroup documentation and information 

about the land to be landscaped
The first step in a landscaping project is to gather and 
obtain some documents and information about your pro-
perty. Make sure you collect: 

 O THE CERTIFICATE OF LOCATION, that includes 
essential elements for the project, i.e. the boundaries 
and dimensions of the lot, the position of the house 
and the location of the easements; 

 O THE LIST OF ITEMS THAT CANNOT BE MOVED 
IN THE FIELD; 

 O THE LOCATION OF PLACES THAT WILL SERVE 
AS A TRANSITION POINT BETWEEN HOME 
AND THE OUTDOORS; 

 O THE MUNICIPAL PERMIT TO PERFORM THE WORK, 
if required by the city or municipality. 

These informations and documents will be useful throughout 
the project, particularly during the creation of the plan. They 
will be used by planning professionals in order to avoid mo-
difications due to a lack of knowledge of the space during 
the project and higher design costs.



S T E P  2
Estimate the budget

Before proceeding to the actual stages of the project, it is important to know that the total cost of a complete landscaping 
project, including labour, drainage, decks, pathways and patios, materials and plants, usually corresponds to between 10 
and 20% of the value of the property. However, these investments will definitely increase the value of your property. If your 
land has a significant elevation gain, you may have to anticipate additional costs.



S T E P3
List your family’s needs 

and desires 
Taking into account the budget you have set for your new 
landscaping, it is now time to consult everyone in your 
household to determine the elements you would like to 
include in order to make your yard THE yard of your 
dreams:

 O IMPROVING THE GENERAL AESTHETICS OF YOUR 
EXTERIOR by integrating materials that blend in well 
with the existing house and buildings, but also by 
enhancing the planting with contemporary shrubs 
and perennials; 

 O ADDING MORE FEATURES, such as storage or 
transition spaces between the different layouts;

 O CREATION OF REST, RELAXATION OR RECEPTION 
AREAS; 

 O INCREASED PRIVACY (Plantations, fences, palisades 
etc.); 

 O BRIGHTNESS IMPROVEMENT, by cutting down 
trees, for example; 

 O ADDITION OF LAND ACCESS with the creation of 
paved paths; 

 O LIMITATION OF TIME SPENT ON GROUNDS 
MAINTENANCE by planting low-maintenance plants 
or by replacing the lawn with different types of 
coverings. 



S T E P  4
Search for examples 

of layouts that you like
For an exterior design that meets your dreams, desires and needs, the landscape architect must be able to know your 
preferences, whether in the colours to choose, the style to adopt, or the materials to use so that your yard reflects 
your image. 

There are a number of resources that can inspire you and help you clarify your vision: 

 O HOUZZ;

 O PINTEREST;

 O GOOGLE IMAGES;

 O TRADE JOURNALS AND MAGAZINES.

By knowing your tastes and preferences from the very beginning of the project, it will be easier for a landscape 
architect to advise you, but above all to present you with a layout plan that fits you and harmonizes with the residence 
and the existing environment.



S T E P  5
Evaluate your land’s conditions 

Before doing anything, it is important to know and identify the conditions of your land, such as:

 O LAND TOPOGRAPHY (HEIGHTS AND SLOPES): 
if there are severe depressions on the land, water 
could accumulate. If there is a significant drop in 
height, there may be higher costs if there are retai-
ning structures or stairs to be added;

 O LOCATION OF SANITARY FACILITIES, csuch as 
the septic tank or leaching bed, which could limit 
construction, planting or machinery traffic;

 O UNDERGROUND GAS, ELECTRICITY AND WATER 
PIPELINES, do not dig too close. There’s a risk of 
breaking them;

 O THE FLOOR TYPE. Although the type of soil has 
very little influence on the final product of wood or 
stone permanent installations, it is important to know 
whether the soil is clay or sandy in order to predict the 
right type and composition of the foundation on which 
these structures will be built. In addition, it is a good 
idea to analyze the soil to determine whether it is 
acidic or alkaline. Plants grow best in an environment 
where the pH is neutral (7.0) or slightly acidic (6.0 to 
6.5). Some shrubs, such as blueberries or rhododen-
drons, require more acidic soil (pH 4.5 to 6.0);

 O HOURS OF SUNSHINE. To know the location of the 
sun at each moment of the day, which allows you to 

situate each space according to the function and pur-
pose you want to give it. Determining the position of 
the sun will allow you to invest in plants that perform 
best in each location. For example, a plant or shrub 
that requires maximum sunlight will not grow as well 
or even not at all if it is planted in the shade;

 O POSSIBILITIES OF STRONG WINDS, that could 
damage existing structures or represent a risk to 
some more fragile plants. Wind can also be an ally: 
you can make the most of airstream by, for instance, 
creating a resting area where a light fresh breeze 
tends to pass; 

 O POSSIBLE ACCESS FOR MACHINERY AND OBSTA-
CLES TO AVOID; 

 O ELEMENTS TO BE CAMOUFLAGED OR 
HIGHLIGHTED. Sometimes you don’t want to see the 
pool filter, just as you don’t want to see what’s going 
on at the neighbor’s house. On the other hand, you 
may want to preserve and enhance a mature tree that 
you find particularly interesting.

DURING A FIRST VISIT, THE 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT IS 
ABLE TO IDENTIFY THESE 
ELEMENTS TO TAKE THEM 
INTO ACCOUNT IN THE 
LANDSCAPING PLAN 
THAT WILL BE PROPOSED 
TO YOU. THE RISK OF 
UNPLEASANT SURPRISES 
IS THEN GREATLY 
REDUCED.



The first step in the process is to 
prepare the basic plan, also known 
as the background plan, which in-
cludes, among other things:

 O THE HOUSE; 

 O THE GARAGE OR SHED;

 O THE EXISTING SWIMMING 
POOL; 

 O WATERFRONT STRIP, 
IF APPLICABLE. 

Then comes the integration 
of the new elements into the 
plan: 

 O TERRACES; 

 O FLOWERBEDS; 

 O WALLS; 

 O HEDGES AND TREES 
TO BE PLANTED; 

 O WATER PONDS;

 O SWIMMING POOL 
OR NEW POOL;

 O PATHS. 

S T E P  6
Create a layout plan

While there are many resources that can help you with your landscaping design, it’s easy to forget details that would make 
the difference between an ordinary lot and a yard that lives up to your dreams. Only a landscape architect can create a 
landscaping plan that meets your needs while taking into account the environment and all the subtleties of your property.

When the landscaping budget has been established, the needs and desires have been expressed and the obstacles have 
been identified, the landscape architect can then use his skills and knowledge to create an outdoor space for you, taking into 
account the constraints of the land, the budget allocated and the installations already in place.

A visit from the landscape architect is the first step in the process. He will visit your home and analyse the existing environment. 
After a first meeting in which he listens to your needs, he settles down at his drawing board to create the yard of your dreams.



He then takes into account the circulation spaces, but also 
the access to water and electricity. These are very important 
details that a landscape architect does not neglect when 
preparing a landscaping plan.

A first sketch is then prepared. Once ready, it is presented to 
you, finalized and modified until the final plan corresponds 
to your vision.

The creation of a development plan by a professional is 
the preferred stage: the proper planning of the work and 
the coherence of the project with the existing environment 
depend on it.

This type of project requires a great deal of management 
and organization. Although it is possible to ensure all this 
management alone, the work of the landscape architect 

goes beyond the stage of designing the plans: he is the 
master builder of the site. Have you ever

managed such a large project? This is why the landscape 
architect ensures the coordination between all those involved 
in the project, carefully selected for their professionalism, 
experience and skills, whether they are horticultural specialists 
or specialized workers in each of the fields that affect the 
site. You are assured of working with the right resource

for every aspect of your layout. The landscape architect 
takes care of all the management aspects, giving you peace 
of mind throughout the work.



S T E P  7
Choose materials and plants 

for your landscaping
Year after year, the diversity of available material for 
landscaping projects continues to increase: new products 
as chic as they are ingenious are appearing on the market, 
allowing landscaping specialists to create unusual spaces 
that harmonize with the existing environment. 

The choice of plants is just as crucial depending on the aspect 
you want to give to your space, but also on the layout and 
orientation of your land. 

 O FLOWERING OR BERRY SHRUBS CAN CREATE AN 
INTERESTING AND DIFFERENT HEDGE;

 O THE ARRANGEMENT AND CHOICE OF PLANTS 
IN THE FLOWERBED INFLUENCE THE STYLE THAT 
WANTS TO BE GIVEN TO THE SPACE. A flowerbed 
can be arranged as a border or as an island and can 
be composed of brightly colored plants as well as more 
neutral plants.

The landscape architect is in a position to accompany you, 
but especially to enlighten you in the choice of materials. He 
will therefore be able to advise you on the use of durable 

materials, such as cedar wood if you want a patio that can 
withstand the harshness of Quebec’s climate or natural stone 
that is less prone to decay.

The plants will be proposed by the landscape architect or 
horticulturists. To make their choice, they will take into account 
the time and effort you are willing to devote to maintenance, 
as well as the particularities of the site, such as sunshine. 
An annual plant may bloom longer than a perennial, but it 
requires almost daily watering.



C O N C L U S I O N
Considering that the realization of a landscaping project is a large-scale project that requires the meticulous analysis 
of various details, it is therefore wise to consider all these steps in order to avoid problems at the construction site that 
could be costly. 

Our specialists make it their job. Their mandate is to oversee the implementation of your dream yard, from the ideation 
and design to the delivery of a complete landscaping project, thus offering you a turnkey service that ensures your peace 
of mind and respect of the planned schedule.

The specialist will be able to advise you at the slightest doubt and will be able to accompany you during all the steps of 
this process. He can also help you choose the right materials to use in order to respect the harmony of your yard with 
your residence and with the other facilities in place to ensure the realization of a quality landscaping according to your 
needs and desires.

Want to know more about the services we offer? The recommended approach is definitely to meet with an expert who 
will be able to answer your questions. Only the landscape architect will be able to carry out such an imposing project 
with an exceptional attention to detail. Combining design and quality construction is the expertise and knowledge of a 
landscape architect.


